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Pursuant to Rule 97 and in compliance with Rule 56, Applicant hereby makes of record the 
items listed on the attached Form SB/08. Copies of the listed items are enclosed. 

EP 0018445 was submitted by the International Searching Authority from the European 
Patent Office in the corresponding PCT application and is written in the German language. To 
this end, and in accordance with 37 CFR § 1.98(a)(3)(i), the Applicant refers to an English 
abstract of EPO0 18445, which indicates that EP00 18445 discloses a method for producing an 
austempered ductile iron article having a microstructure of spherical graphite mixed with an 
austenitic-bainitic microstructure and not a continuous matrix of equiaxed ferrite with islands of 
austenite, as claimed in the present application. 

EP0018445 does not appear to be in the same patent family as ES8 104423, which was 
already cited by the Application along with a complete English language translation. However, 
Applicant believes that the disclosure of EP0018445 is essentially duplicative of ES8104423. 

None of these items disclose the inventive concepts claimed in the subject application. 

Applicant respectfully asserts that the substantive provisions of 37 CFR 1.97 and 37 CFR 
1.98 are met by the provision of the foregoing statement. 

This Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement is being filed before the mailing date 
of a first Office Action on the merits so no fee is required. Furthermore, each item of information 
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contained in this Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement was first cited in a 
communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than 
three months prior to the filing of this Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement, so no fee 
is required. 

However, should there be any additional fees or any overpayments associated with this 
document, the Commissioner is hereby authorize to credit or charge our Deposit Account No. 
08-2789. A duplicate of this paper is enclosed. 
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I hereby certify that this Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement is being 
deposited with the United States Postal Service as First Class Mail, postage prepaid, in an 
envelope addressed to the Commissioner of Patents, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, PO Box 
1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 on March 29, 2004. 
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considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 See Kinds Codes of 
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